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With the wide range of cabinetry choices available, and the many functional elements that need to be 
considered, we understand that renovating or building your new kitchen can be daunting and sometimes 
confusing. 

CCW are committed to assisting you throughout the process so this guide is intended to give you a good 
place to start. If you take the time to review this brochure, you’ll gain clarity on what you want in your 
kitchen and be confident in talking through different options with your Kitchen Designer. 

Kitchen Planning Guide
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Designed by Stephen Foster, Certified Kitchen Designer

Designed by Tony Richards, Kitchen Designer

Designed by Stephen Foster, Certified Kitchen Designer
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Step 1: Get to Know Your Space 

Great ideas mean nothing if they don’t fit into 
your space or fail to capture the best features 
of your home. When thinking about the space 
available for your kitchen, the aim is to identify 
features that will bring the room to life and im-
prove your enjoyment of this important family 
hub. 

When looking for features around the room, 
consider things like natural light sources, where 
the best views are located, your major traf-
fic areas, and what your visibility needs are in 
relation to other parts of the house (especially 
if you have small children). 

If you intend to make a structural change 
(such as removing a wall or adding a window), 
discuss this with a Licensed Builder before 
progressing with your plans. You will need to 
determine if the structure you want to change 
is load-bearing and safe to renovate. 

Please note that for structural changes and 
new home projects, we’ll need to know who 
you choose as your builder so we can work 
closely with them to complete your new 
kitchen. It’s important that we engage with 
your builder early in the process.

Once you have a feel for the layout of the 
room, you may like to measure the area avail-
able to you. If you are renovating rather than 
building, be sure to take as many ‘before’ 
photos as you can, then have them available 
for your first CCW appointment. Photos are of 
value to your Designer as they provide a clear 
picture of your current kitchen setup. This is 
particularly useful if you meet your Designer in 
our Showroom.
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Designed by Maria Blain, Certified Kitchen Designer

2011 HIA Best Renovation up to $20,000
Designed by Daryl Doolan, General Manager

2011 HIA Best Custom Built Home, $400,000 - $550,000, 
Designed by Maria Blain, Certified Kitchen Designer
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Step 2: Identify Your Needs and Prepare a Brief

Aside from understanding the features of 
your space, this is the most critical step in the 
planning process, so it’s worth taking as much 
time as you need to think through the different 
options. 

On average*, most kitchens in Australia are 
renovated when they’re 15 to 18 years old. 
So if you’re planning to stay in your home for 
some time, your lifestyle and/or family size may 
change when compared to where you’re at 
today. 
*Source: HIA JELD-WEN Kitchens and Bathrooms Report 2010/11.

For this reason, this section will prompt you to 
think about things that may impact on how 
much you enjoy your kitchen – both now and 
in the future. In addition to thinking about 
lifestyle, it is important to work through 
features, design preferences and colour 
preferences, so this stage will examine your 
household’s functional needs. 

While we will guide you through the process, 
please take the time to think about your 
answers in advance. Your responses allow your 
Designer to prepare a detailed brief which in 
turn, will result in a kitchen that fits your lifestyle, 
space and budget. 

The unique makeup of your household:

• What is the size and structure of your
 family? (include children & any parents
  /relatives who may be moving in)
• Do you need child-proof locks?
• What is the average height and 
 mobility of the main cooks?
• Are the main cooks right-handed or 
 left-handed?
• What are your lifestyle, cooking and 
 eating habits (eg do you entertain at 
 home or prefer to eat out?)
• What is your shopping frequency 
 and what types of food do you 
 commonly purchase (eg do you buy 
 more fresh food or pantry items?)
• In addition to food preparation, what 
 do you use your kitchen for? 
 (eg entertaining guests, watching TV, 
 dining, supervising homework, or home
 office duties)
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Designed by Tony Richards, Kitchen Designer

Designed by Stephen Foster, Certified Kitchen Designer

2011 HIA Kitchen of the Year AND Best Renovation over 
$20,000, Designed by Maria Blain, CKD
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Your main motivations for installing a new 
kitchen:

• Main reason for wanting a new 
 kitchen?
• Are you planning to stay, sell or lease
 the property?
• What do you like and dislike about the
 current design? (if renovating)
• Is the current design efficient for you 
 to use?
• Is your family likely to expand over the 
 next 15 years? (eg starting a family, 
 parents or relatives moving in)

Consider your main storage items:

• Crockery, cutlery, cooking utensils 
• Glassware 
• Serving dishes 
• Plastic containers
• Saucepans
• Chopping boards
• Perishable foods (fresh and frozen)
• Non-perishable foods (pantry) 
• Pet food 
• Cling wraps and bags
• Stationery items
• Waste bin 
• Cleaning products
• Small appliances (eg toaster, kettle, 
 rice cooker, bread maker, electric 
 frying pans, dustbuster)

Consider your design and style preferences:

• Preferred colours, finishes, textures, 
 fixtures and features
• Your personal style (eg modern, french
 provincial, art deco, traditional)
• Important pieces of furniture in your 
 home
• Location of the dining table
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2011 Master Builders Winner – Home of the Year 
Designed by Stephen Foster, Certified Kitchen Designer

Designed by Maria Blain, Certified Kitchen Designer

Designed by Maria Blain, Certified Kitchen Designer
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Your appliance and fixture preferences:

• Stainless steel, white or coloured  
 appliances? (with or without child 
 proof locks?)
• Do you have enough power points?
• Do you require plumbing for your 
 coffee machine or for your fridge or 
 freezer unit? (eg for instant cold water
 or ice) 
• Sink size and configuration?
• Tap/faucet configuration?
• Number of towel racks?
• Will the cooktop be built into the 
 benchtop or be standalone as part of 
 an oven unit?
• Will the rangehood be a fixed, 
 slide-out, concealed, canopy, or island 
 style of hood, and will it exhaust the air
 internally or externally?
• Will your fridge, freezer, microwave 
 and dishwasher, be freestanding, 
 built-in or integrated?
• Lighting preferences?
• Waste disposal preferences?

 NB: Once your appliances have been  
 selected, CCW can provide guidance  
 on Australian Standards that may have  
 an impact on the design and finish of  
 your cabinetry.

You will spend a great deal of time in the 
kitchen, so take as long as you need to work 
through these questions. 

Remember, your Designer is here to guide you 
through so please contact us on 
07 4058 9333 with any queries.
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Step 3: Consider the layout and configuration of 
your cabinetry 

Now that you know the important elements 
of your kitchen, it’s worth considering the style 
of kitchen design that will best fit your room. 
While you may be constrained by the floor 
plan and the space, some design styles to 
consider include:

• Galley
• Corridor
• One wall 
• One wall with peninsular bench 
 (bench is attached to one wall of the 
 kitchen)
• One wall with island bench (bench is a
 standalone cabinet)
• L-shape
• L-shape with island bench
• U-shape
• G-shape

Your designer will talk you through the best 
options for your home and the benefits of 
layouts that are appropriate for your project. 

In addition to the shape, it is vital to consider 
the make-up of the cabinetry itself. The 
choices that you make will determine the final 
look of your kitchen and have a major impact 
on your kitchen’s functionality and design.

NB: To understand the impact that cabinetry 
choices can have, you may like to view “The 
Age Explorer®” feature on our website: 
www.ccwplanningtools.com.au. 

Consider your preferences for the following:

• Shelves or drawers in the base cabinets
• Walk-in or tall-cabinet pantry style 
• Full or single extension drawers
• Timber, painted or laminate finishes on
 cupboard doors
• Gloss, matte or metallic finishes on 
 cabinetry
• Stone or laminate benchtops 
• Self-closing or soft-closing door 
 mechanisms
• Eco-board or MDF cabinetry panels
• Benchtop appliances displayed or 
 hidden
• Glass, tile or metallic splashbacks



Your kitchen, your style, your memories. CCW Cabinet Works... Creating memorable moments.  Page | 7

Designed by Maria Blain, Certified Kitchen Designer

2011 HIA Best Renovation up to $20,000
Designed by Daryl Doolan, General Manager

Designed by Tony Richards, Kitchen Designer
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Step 4: Identify Your Work Station Preferences 

The final element to consider for your kitchen is 
your preference for the location of your main 
work areas. While this may be determined by 
your layout and room size, your kitchen will be 
designed around the following five working 
zones:

 1. Consumables:

 Storage for perishable (fresh and 
 frozen) and non-perishable foods 
 (pantry).

 2. Non-consumables:

 Storage for crockery, cutlery,  
 containers etc.

 3. Cleaning:

 Dishwasher, sink, rubbish bins, 
 cleaning agents.

 4. Preparation:

 Bench space, kitchen utensils, 
 mixing bowls.

 5. Cooking:

 Oven, cooktop, microwave, 
 rangehood, baking trays, toaster, 
 kettle, frying pans.

The aim is to keep each work zone in a single 
location within the kitchen. Your Designer will 
address this with you in detail to ensure the 
final positions suit your preferences, your space 
and your lifestyle needs.

NB: To understand the impact that working 
zone decisions can have, you may like to view 
the “Dynamic Space“ feature on our website: 
www.ccwplanningtools.com.au. 



Your kitchen, your style, your memories. CCW Cabinet Works... Creating memorable moments.  Page | 8

2011 Master Builders Winner: $751,000 to $1,000,000 
Home Category, Designed by Maria Blain, CKD

2011 Master Builders Winner – Home of the Year 
Designed by Stephen Foster, Certified Kitchen Designer

2009 HIA Kitchen of the Year, Regional Kitchen of the 
Year, & Finalist for Australian Kitchen of the Year for Best 
New Kitchen over $20,000. Designed by Maria Blain, CKD
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Step 5: Additional Activities That We 
Recommend

During your planning, it is important that you 
visit a number of different retailers who 
specialise in  selling the non-cabinetry 
elements of your kitchen. We suggest you start 
this process at Step 2. 

As a minimum, you will need to visit the 
following types of retailers to assist with your 
research:

• Appliances 
• Sinks and tapware 
• Tile and glass 
• Flooring 
• Lighting 

You may also find it useful to visit Display 
Homes in the area, and to collect 
photographs from magazines that capture the 
look and feel of your desired kitchen. 

Step 6: Time to Get Started

With all of your planning now well underway, 
you will be confident when speaking with your 
Kitchen Designer as you’ll know what it is that 
you’d like to achieve. 

If you haven’t been to see us already, please 
contact our office on 07 4058 9333 and make 
a personal appointment. 

When choosing your Designer, you are 
welcome to choose the person you’d like to 
work with, or you can ask us to refer you to the 
Designer who best suits your needs. 

Biographies of our Designers are available 
from reception and may be viewed on our 
website at any time: 
www.ccwcabinetworks.com.au. 
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Designed by Stephen Foster, Certified Kitchen Designer

Designed by Maria Blain, Certified Kitchen Designer

2009 Master Builders Winner, Kitchen of the Year, 
Designed by Daryl Doolan, General Manager
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Arranging your first appointment:

Your first appointment can be in our 
Showroom or, if you prefer, your Designer can 
arrange to meet you in your home. 

Our Designers are available from 8.30am to 
5.00pm Monday to Friday, and 8.30am to 
12.00pm on Saturday mornings. Appointments 
outside of these times may be available on 
request.

Showroom location:

2-10 Industrial Ave, Stratford

Our Showroom features:

• Multiple kitchen displays that showcase
  a variety of cabinetry mechanisms and  
 kitchen design ideas
• A comprehensive colour selection   
 room exclusive for our clients
• Supplier brochures and samples to 
 assist you in making material selections
• A knock-out coffee for your enjoyment!

Project Timing – What to Expect From Start to 
Finish

For information on what to expect during the 
design, manufacture and installation process 
for your kitchen, we have produced a 
separate handout called “what to expect”. 
Please request a copy if this has not been 
provided to you.


